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The Glenmont Messenger 

I do not have a specific person to 
attribute it to, but a quote that often 
gets passed around in these autumn 
months is, “The trees are about to 
show us just how beautiful letting go 
can be.” It is one of those quips that 
may be cliche, but that, for some 
reason, always touches me with its 
lovely and simple truth. Up and down 
the East Coast, we have watched the 
treeline break out into all shades of 
orange, yellow, and red against a clear 
October sky.  And then, after winds 
and rains and simply the passing of 
days have their say, those sky-reaching 
leaves have begun to paint the ground 
instead.  Even if you did not get out to 
go leaf-peeping this particular season, 
surely a striking image from years past 
remains alive in your memory. There 
is a beauty in autumn that is 
inextricably tied to the concept of 
letting go; there is a sense of surrender 
in the word “fall,” as the trees freely 
transition into their more stark, 
unadorned selves. 
 

To be honest with you, I planned this 
year’s Stewardship worship theme 
back in late August. I had an idea for a 
sermon series and had selected 
scriptures, graphics, and worship plans 
for each week of November. But then, 
sometime in October, in a moment of 
stillness and openness to the 
movement of the Spirit, the plan 
changed. Watching fire-colored maple 
leaves dance their way to the ground 
one day, I had the deep sense that we 

at Glenmont need God to work on our 
hearts, specifically around the concept 
of letting go. As we think and pray and 
talk about giving, we need to take a 
hard look at our iron-grip tendencies. 
We hold tightly to our past, because 
we feel like it defines us and grants us 
a sense of safety. When we give of our 
time or resources, we tend to want to 
dictate precisely how it all gets used, 
and we have a difficult time letting go 
of a gift and allowing the recipient do 
with it what they will. And, when we 
are asked to give (anything, but 
especially money) sacrificially, we 
often hold back with the concern that 
we need to save for and protect 
ourselves in the future. Letting go 
might come naturally for trees, but the 
same does not seem to be true for us. 
 

And so, this will be our challenge for 
November; a month that is set aside 
annually for all members of our 
community to prayerfully consider 
their financial pledges to the church 
for the coming year. I ask that you 
make an effort to be fully present in 
worship each week, and to use the 
theme of “Letting Go” to frame your 
personal prayers around making a 
pledge for 2020.  I hope that you will 
consider a pledge to our 2020 budget 
that is a generous, proportional, and 
sacrificial gift of your income. More 
importantly, though, I hope that God 
will use this season of prayer, 
testimony, and honest conversation 
about money to transform your (and 
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my!) heart and continue molding you (and me!) into a more faithful, 
trusting, and free disciple of Jesus Christ. Giving is a spiritual 
discipline, and the more we learn to “let go” - the more we listen to 
and take seriously Jesus’ teachings on relinquishing material wealth in 
exchange for the Kingdom of God—the more we will honor our 
Maker. May we be like trees planted by the water: rooted in what is 
important; nourished continually by our Source; abundantly fruitful; 
and unafraid to let go, all for the glory of God. 
 

As always, I am humbled and grateful to journey with you. 
Peace, 
Rev. Kara 

Continued from page 1 “Who Are We?” Study 
 

You are invited to join us for a six-
week Bible study following a 
curriculum commissioned by our 
Bishop for use in churches throughout 
the Conference this year. Called 
“Who Are We?”, this first segment of 
sessions concentrates on the question 
“Who are we as people of God?” We 
will meet in Rev. Kara’s office 
beginning at noon on Sundays from 
November 3 - December 8. All are 
welcome to join us for discussion and 
prayer! Talk to Rev. Kara if you have 
questions. 

Pass It On 
By Bernice A. Harleston 

As you may know, in August, the Youth of Glenmont had an amazing week and a remarkable experience full 
of discovery, learning, sharing, fun, and fellowship. They spent some time with and learning from people who 
are homeless. Afterwards, they filled “goodie bags” with desirable necessities, put dozens of them in the 
Narthex, and encouraged Glenmont members to take some to keep in our cars so if we encounter persons in 
need we can hand them a bag lovingly made by someone who cares. 
 

I took several bags and put them in my car. Several weeks passed and I did not encounter even one person. I 
kinda forgot about them. Three weeks passed. Then, I pulled up to the intersection at New Hampshire Avenue 
and Lockwood Drive. The light turned red and a woman walked down the median strip towards my car. She 
looked tired. She was overdressed for the warm day in my opinion. She juggled a crumpled brown sack, freed 
up her hand, and reached out while gripping a worn backpack. 
 

She courageously walked closer to my car. First, I looked straight ahead and acted as if I did not see her. 
Then, I looked at her. She was looking at me. I moved my arm around my seat searching for my wallet. When 
I did not feel it, I looked up and shrugged my shoulders as if to say, “Sorry, I do not have any money.” She 
looked past me and began walking towards another car. 
 

AND THEN I REMEMBERED the packets our youth made. I rolled down my window and shouted “Wait. 
Please.” She turned back. I frantically fished around the floor behind my seat feeling for the packets. Next, I 
started to panic thinking the light will turn green any minute and I am the front car. At this point, a loud, rude 
HONK would probably have freaked us both out! Eureka - I grasped the ziplock bag by my fingertips and 
pulled it to the window. “Here,” I exclaimed, “please take this. The youth at my church made this for you.” 
 

Expressionless, she took and held it and looked left to ensure there was no oncoming traffic. I rolled up my 
window but kept my eyes on her as she crossed over to the median. Once on familiar turf she looked at the 
bag. She rolled it over and over, seemingly curious and surprised at all it contained. Then, she smiled. Then, I 
smiled. The light turned green. I drove away but watched in the rear view mirror as shr]e stuffed it into her 
backpack. Glory be to God for the hearts and souls of our Glenmont youth. 
 

I have now handed out SEVEN (!) packets. One man moved the snacks aside and immediately used the floss 
pick. Another woman was leaning against a 7-Eleven. They both seemed very satisfied to receive a gift. And 
every time I delight in saying, “The youth at my church made this for you.” 
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November 2 
Prayer Gathering 
 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. (Conf. Rm) 
Thrift Shop   10 a.m. - noon 
 

November 3 
Church School       9 a.m. 
Worship Service    10 a.m. 
     Communion      
     All Saints Sunday 
     

November 5  
Thrift Shop   10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Manna   4  - 7 p.m. 
 

November 6  
SPRC   7 p.m. (Conf. Rm) 
 

November 7  
Choir Rehearsal  7:30 p.m.  
 (Choir Rm) 
 

November 10 
Church School       9 a.m. 
Worship Service    10 a.m. 

UMM Spud Bake  
 11:15 a,m. (F.Hall) 
Sandwich Ministry 
 11:30 a.m.  (F. Hall) 
Family Ministries       
  11:30 a.m. (Conf. Rm) 
 

November 12  
Thrift Shop   10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Manna   4  - 7 p.m. 
 

November 13  
Finance Meeting 
   7 p.m. (Library) 
November 14  
Choir Rehearsal  7:30 p.m.  
 (Choir Rm) 
 

November 15 
Comm. Breakfast Setup 
  7 p.m. (F. Hall) 
 

November 16  
Community Breakfast 
   7:30 - 9:30 a.m. (F. Hall) 
 

November 17 
Church School     9 a.m. 
Worship Service    10 a.m. 

Calendar 

November 2019 

Worship News 

Happy Thanksgiving to Our  
Acolyte & Crucifer Team 

By Priscilla Okunji 

September 1, 2019 was the 7th Annual GUMC Acolytes Appreciation and 
Refresher Training Sunday. Thanks so much to Pastor Kara for blessing the 
team during the special service. We wish to thank all our amazing acolytes 
and their parents for the great job they do each Sunday. May the best things 
in life be yours, not only this Thanksgiving but throughout the years to 
come. Happy Thanksgiving from our hearts to yours. Blessings! 

Calista Agyapong 
Renita Bankole-Gibson 

Ryan King 
Chrissie Oppong  
Audrey Oppong 

Aston Siahaan 
Astoria Siahaan 
Pradeep Sudaker 
Sudha Sudaker 

Sue Wari 

Photos courtesy of Priscilla Okunji 
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Esther Circle       
  11:30 a.m. (Conf. Rm) 
 
November 18  
UMW Dorcas Circle   7 p.m. 
           (Darlene Riddle’s home) 
 

November 19  
Thrift Shop   10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Manna           4  - 7 p.m. 
 

November 20  
Church Council Meeting 
    7 p.m. (Library) 
 

November 21  
Choir Rehearsal    7:30 p.m.  
          (Choir Rm) 
 

November 24 
Church School     9 a.m. 
Worship Service    10 a.m. 

Potluck 
 11:30 a.m.   (F. Hall) 
UM Men Meeting 
 11:30 a.m.  (Conf. Rm) 
 

November 26  
Thrift Shop   10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Manna           4  - 7 p.m. 
 

November 28  
Thanksgiving Day 
     Church office closed 
 

November 29  
Thanksgiving Friday 
     Church office closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar 
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Finance Report 

Income during September 
 

(redacted) 
 

Expenses during September 
(redacted) 

Piggy Bank Project 
By Sue Merritt 

Finance News 

WOW!! Or should we say OINK, OINK!! The piggy 
conga line down the aisle (called a drift of pigs) has been 
a long one the past few weeks. Thank you, Thank You, 
THANK YOU all who fattened up the piggies and 
brought them in. 
 

The past few weeks have brought us $246.50 in piggy 
money for a year to date total of $1,289.50. We can do so much good with 
this money. Each month it costs about $5 per person to feed those who 
come in from the neighborhood to share breakfast with us. 
 

We thank all of you who participate so generously in the piggy bank 
project. You are a blessing to Glenmont UMC and the community. Let us 
keep the Year of the Pig(gy) Bank going. 
  

How does the piggy bank project work?   
 

If you do not have a piggy but would like to participate, please pick up new 
piggy bank from the same table with the ones ready to go home. They are 
in the Narthex every Sunday morning before and after worship service.  
 

Decorate the bank in any way you wish.  
 

Then just add your pocket change until it is full enough to bring to church. 
You may put it on the altar on Sunday before worship, or someone will do 
that for you. This way the funds are dedicated with the Sunday offering.  
 

Check the Narthex the following Sunday and take your piggy home, ready 
to be fattened up again. 

2019 
Year of the Pig 
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Calendar 

December 2017 

December 1 
Church School       9 a.m. 
Worship Service    10 a.m. 
     Communion Sunday 
Education Committee 
 11:30 a.m.  (Conf. Rm) 
Trustees Meeting       
  11:30 a.m. (Library) 
UMW General Meeting 
 11:30 a.m. (Choir Rm) 
 
December 3  
Thrift Shop   10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Manna   4  - 7 p.m. 
 

December 5  
Choir Rehearsal  7:30 p.m.  
 (Choir Rm) 
 
December 7 
Prayer Gathering 
 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. (Conf. Rm) 
Thrift Shop   10 a.m. - noon 
 

December 8 
Church School       9 a.m. 
Worship Service    10 a.m. 

Family Ministries 
 11:30 a.m.  (Conf. Rm) 
 

December 10  
Thrift Shop   10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Manna   4  - 7 p.m. 
 

December 11  
SPRC  7:00 p.m. (Conf. Rm) 
 
December 12  
Choir Rehearsal  7:30 p.m.  
 (Choir Rm) 
 

December 15 
Church School       9 a.m. 
Worship Service    10 a.m. 
 

December 17  
Thrift Shop   10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Manna   4  - 7 p.m. 
 
 

December 19  
Choir Rehearsal  7:30 p.m.  
 (Choir Rm) 
 

Calendar 

December 2019 

Missions News 
By Judy Treanor, Mission Chairperson 

Good Shepherd School 
 

We now have a figure for the amount collected for The Good Shepherd 
School fundraiser. An amazing $2,040 was the total from our generous 
congregation and an anonymous donor matched that sum for a total of 
$4,080! Jeannie Niebel said that would enable the school to get sixteen 
educational pads. However, she sent the letter below to explain what 
happened in the end. 
 

“Hi everyone! This is just a quick update. The day after I sent the message 
that we would be able to purchase sixteen educational pads I received an 
email from Muchona (the director). The health inspectors had come 
unannounced and after inspection required the following:  smooth floors for 
two of the classes, twenty new chairs for the youngest class, two window 
frames and glass windows, and a tank stand to hold the new water tank. The 
total cost is $818. It was decided with Muchona that these improvements 
could be accomplished by taking part of money given by the anonymous 
donor. The anonymous donor has given the OK. The money left over plus 
the money given by the congregation will buy twelve loaded pads with 
covers! All is well! Thanks again for all your generosity and support for 
Good Shepherd School! Many blessings!” 

The Good Shepherd School art sale  
Photos courtesy of Judy Treanor 
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December 20 
Comm. Breakfast Setup 
  7 p.m. (F. Hall) 
 

December 21 
Community Breakfast 
   7:30 - 9:30 a.m. (F. Hall) 
 

December 22 
Church School       9 a.m. 
Christmas Breakfast 
 8:30 a.m. (F. Hall) 
Worship Service    10 a.m. 
     Children/Youth Christmas  
          Program 
Sandwich Ministry 
 11:30 a.m.  (F. Hall) 
 

December 24  
Thrift Shop   10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Manna   4  - 7 p.m. 

 
Christmas Eve Service 
 7 p.m. 
 

December 25  
Christmas Day 
 

December 29 
Church School       9 a.m. 
Worship Service    10 a.m. 

UM Men 
 11:30 a.m.  (Conf. Rm) 
 

December 31  
Thrift Shop   10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Manna   4  - 7 p.m. 
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Missions News (con’t) 
By Judy Treanor, Mission Chairperson 

The Angel Tree 
 

As we have done for many years, the Mission Committee will be putting 
up our Angel Tree in the Narthex the last Sunday of November. We have 
the names and Christmas wish lists from Wheaton Woods Elementary 
School Pre-K/Headstart for our Angel Tree. We will put a large gift tag 
for each child on the tree with first name, age, and gift request (thanks to 
Charla who has already made them!). We ask church members to take the 
cards, buy the gifts, and bring them unwrapped to church where they will 
be sorted and wrapped. We will have a box in the narthex to collect them 
in December. The presents will be delivered to the children the week 
before Christmas. Please help us make these children’s holiday brighter! 

Manna 
 

Manna has a new warehouse at 12301 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, 
MD 20904, as well as a renovated old warehouse at 9311 Gaither Road, 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877. There are plans to make our location a choice 
pantry, which will allow patrons to choose their own fruits, vegetables, 
and meat, as well as the bread which they can now do. More volunteers 
from church are needed, so if you can spare a few hours on Tuesday 
afternoons from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m., please come by. 

Bystander Intervention Training  
  

In response to the continued incidents of hate and harassment in 
Montgomery County, we invite you to participate in a Bystander 
Intervention training, organized though Communities United Against Hate 
(http://cuahmcmd.org) and sponsored by local United Methodist 
Churches, including Glenmont. 
 

The training will be led by Kit Bonson of the Montgomery County Civil 
Rights Coalition (MCCRC).  It will take place at Chevy Chase United 
Methodist Church on Sunday, November 10th from 3 to 6 pm. 
 

During this training, participants will learn how to step up and be 
supportive when fellow community members are facing harassment and 
hate speech. This training will provide a grounding in the principles of 
nonviolence and de-escalation, followed by interactive scenarios where 
participants will practice these principles.  MCCRC has helped to train 
over 3,500 people in bystander intervention since December 2016. This is 
an important and timely opportunity, and we hope to see you there. 
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Sandwich Ministry 
By Bunny Harleston 

 

As a co-chair of the Sandwich Ministry at Glenmont, it is my honor and pleasure to report I received the 
below letter from Shepherd’s Table acknowledging that they received the donations from members of 
Glenmont to the Sandwich Ministry this summer. As you will read, they express warm gratitude to you all. 
They also include some interesting information about how Shepherd’s Table puts your money to good use to 
assist our brothers and sisters in need. Thanks again for your support of this worthy ministry. To God be the 
Glory!  
 

My transmittal letter to Shepherd’s Table stated: We do not make sandwiches during the months of July and 
August. Instead we collect monetary donations from the congregation for your worthwhile ministry. Please 
accept the enclosed check for $310.00 from Glenmont UMC to be used as you see fit for your operation. 
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Member Information 

(redacted) 

November Birthdays 
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Member Information (cont.) 

Our condolences go to the family of our former 
pastor, Rev. Saroj Sangha, in the death of her 
husband, the Rev. Moses Sangha who died October 9, 
2019 at the age of 70. Saroj and Moses were married 
for 42 years. 
 

Pastor Moses Sangha was ordained in the Church of 
South India, India, in 1977. In 1987 he came to this 
area for doctoral studies at Howard University. During 
this time, he met a few Indian friends who were not 
attending any church and started meeting at a home 
for worship. The numbers grew and Rev. E. Allen 
Stewart gave them permission to worship at Grace 
UMC in Takoma Park, Maryland. In time this group 
became Memorial First India UMC, which is still an 
active congregation. 
 

He was received into the Baltimore-Washington 
Conference in 1990 and served in four congregations 
before being appointed to Glenn Dale in July of 2012.  

 

He is predeceased by a son, Naveen John Sangha who 
died in May 2019. He is survived by his wife, Rev. 
Saroj Sangha, a daughter, Archana Sangha Mills 
(Navin), a son, Dayan Sangha (Rose), 2 grandsons, 2 
brothers, a sister and many nieces and nephews. 
 

A Celebration of Life service was held on Saturday, 
October 19, at Glenn Dale UMC. 
 

In lieu of flowers the family requests donations to 
Glenn Dale United Methodist Church, 8500 
Springfield Road, Glenn Dale, MD 20769. 
 

Notes of condolence may be sent to: The Rev. Saroj 
Sangha and her family, 2004 Sandstone Court, Silver 
Spring, MD 20904. 

Condolences 

Directory Change 
 

Rev. Dr. Lee A. BREWER  
10310 Lone Brook Drive 
Houston, TX  77041 Farewell to Ted and Goldie Stippich  

 Photo courtesy of Judy Treanor 

UM Men 
By Curt Janota 

Work Day Follow Up 
 

The UM Men and the Trustees would 
like to thank the eight people who 
came out for the October 5 work day.  
Although the team was small, it was 
dedicated and was able to cross a 
number of items off the to-do list. 
 

Our next church work day will be in 
the Spring.  The date has not  been 
determined yet. 



 

  10 

October 2019 

Glenmont United Methodist Church 
  

 Our Mission: Making Christian disciples by proclaiming the good news of God’s love 

 through worship, education, fellowship, and service to others. 
  
  

  

 

Sunday Worship Service 

10:00 a.m. 
  

Sunday School for all ages 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Baltimore Washington Conference United 
Methodist Church 

Bishop:   Rev. LaTrelle Miller Easterling 

Superintendent of the Greater  
   Washington District:  Rev. Gerry Green 

Contact Us 

Address:  

 12901 Georgia Avenue 

 Silver Spring, MD  20906 
  

Office Hours: 
        Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
  

Phone:  301.946.5578 
  

Email: scott@glenmontumc.org 
  

Web: www.glenmontumc.org 

Money’s Worth Thrift Shop 

Open Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
1st Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to noon 

for sales and donations. 

Reminder: 
 

The next Community Breakfast is November 16.   

UM Women News 
By Rosaline Fyle, President 

The United Methodist Women had their pledge meeting on September 15, 2019. The program was presented 
by Darlene Riddle.  
 

Upcoming plans 
 

1. Monthly Circle meetings will be held in November, 2019 
2. General meeting on Sunday December 1, 2019. Program to be determined.  

 

Women’s Shelter Drive 
 

The annual winter drive for the Women’s Shelter will begin on  November 1, 2019 and end on Sunday 
December 1, 2019. Our appeal is for hats, gloves, and scarves. 
 
Let us continue to serve and follow our mission of putting faith, hope, and love in action. 
“WE ARE CALLED!“  


